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Dear Students and Parents,

This handbook has been prepared to help you make meaningful decisions regarding course
selections for the coming school year. The following information is included.: promotion
requirements, course offerings, prerequisites, and course descriptions.  Please use the
information provided in this catalogue to guide you in your course selection.

If you have additional questions, please contact your teachers or counselor. Changes in course
selections must remain minimal, so that planning for the next school year can be accomplished
efficiently.

We welcome you to Canyon Ridge Middle School and look forward to an exciting year ahead.

Sincerely,

Susan Sullivan
Principal



REQUIREMENTS FOR PROMOTION

To med the minimum requrement for promotion, a studert must recsive a yealy average of 70% or
gredaer in threeof the four requred clases: language arts, math, saerce, andsocia studies A studert
who reeivesa yealy average of 69% or less in two or more of the core classes may be retained. Each
student atthe mddle shod musttake afull load d courses. Genedlly, couses ae mwmposel of:

» 1 langiage ats, math, siernce, andsodal sudiescourse,

» 1 physicd adivity (required atgrades6 and 3, and

> 1 ekctive wurse- one Lll-yea ortwo hdf-yea course(s)

Teaming
At CRMS, we subgribeto the philosophy of academic teaming which givesyour child a sens of fanily
and belongng. All students on an acadenic team will hawe the same core teachas. The bendits of
acadamic teaning are: a strong senseof conmmunity, congsteng/ of team requirements and procedures,
and balaned class size. This appoach also emables paments to communicae with one small group of
teachers.

Schedule Change Policy
Schedle changs are the exception at CRMS. They ocaur only if there are compelling reasons If a
student has a scheduing conem, hesheshoud make an appointment with the coun®lor. If nealed,a
parernt/teache/studert/counsdor corferene wil be £hedukd. A schede cdhang may reallt in a sudent
being moved to anoter acadenic team. Class availability may impact elective choices. Every
attempt will be made to honor the student's choice.

Campus Information
The CRMS webste dfersan abun@ne of information aboutour schod. Important parert andstudert
reourcesincluding links o teacha web pajes GradeSpeal Paent Conredion,and the parentstuden
handbookare arailabe onthis ste. The anpus @erdar, locaedon he CRMS main pag, poss
upcomng adivities, including athletic, band, char, theater, andclub eens.

Career Exploration
CRMS hasasite license for Choices Explorer, aweb-basedresurce for exploring interess andmatching
interests to courses of study and caeas. Studerts are introdueed to the program through annual
structured guidane activities To acess thesite asa paren, a site ID andpasword may be obtainedby
cdling your gradelevel counséor. We ercourage students and parerts to take full advantage of this
reurce. The wdsiteis www.aaess.bidgescom

GEAR-UP
If you have not had the opportunity to attend LISD’s GEAR-UP sesson, we en®urage you to atendin
Augustduring the Sixth GradeOpenHouse The purposeof thisinformative eventis to help parents and
students plan ahead for high sdool and cdlege. Attendees will lean about LISD gradudion
requrenments, advancd placenment progranms, paying for college, and transitioning through and beyond
high schod gradudion. Reasecortad the munsding officefor speific datesandtimes

Texas Scholars
Texas Scholars is a community-basd initiative that encouragesandmotivates al high school studerts to
sucesdully conplete the chdlengng couses requred by the Recommendal High School Graduaion
Plan. This rigorous couse of study, which indudes math, sderce, social studies and language arts,
induding langiagesother thanEndish preparesstudents with the acadenic fourdaion to suceedin the
endewor of their chdce To lean more abou Texas Schohrs, please visit www.texasschdars.ag or
contact your high sdool.



http://www.access.bridges.com/
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ACADEMICS
LANGUAGE ARTS

Students in Grades 6, 7, and 8 language arts classes are taught in a block schedule consisting of two forty-five
minute class periods daily. These courses teach the language components of reading, writing, listening,
speaking, viewing and representing.

Grade 6

Sixth grade studerts mager previoudy leamed skills in increasngy conplex presentatons, reading
sdections andwritten compostions. They read a wide variety of clasic and conenporary sdections
and informationd texts. Throudh ther reading, they study vocabulary, readng conmprehension, and
literary andysis. They write for spedfic purposes such as to inform, perisuale, or enertain. They edt
ther writing for clarity andthe comrect use of the convenionsand medhancs of written Endish. Studert
leaningis focused on dl stagesof the wiiting process, from drafting througch pubishing.

Grade 7

Sewenth grade studens refine ard mader previously leaned knowledge and skills in increasngy
conplex preenttons,realing sdections,and written conpostions. They coninueto read a variety of
classic and contenporary sdedions ard informational texts. Through ther reading, they study
vocabulary, reading conprehendon, and literary andysis (sud as the cortribution of style, tone, and
moodto a text). Studeris are able to sded andusedifferentforms of writing for speific purposes. They
edit thar writing for clarity andthe corred useof the convenions andmediarics of written Endish,ard
theyprodwcefinal, error-free pieces of written conpostionon aregular basis.

Grade 8

Eighth gradestuderts refine andmagder previoudy leanedknowledge andskills in increasingly conmplex
presen@tions,reading sdections, and witten mmpostions. Theyconinueto read a \ariety of clasic and
conenporary sdections and informationd texts. Throuch thdr realing, they study vocabulary,
conprehendon, and literary andysis, aswell asthe chaaderistics of various literary forms. They are
able to sded andusedifferentforms of writing for spedfic purposes. They edit their writing for clarity
andthe correct useof the conventions and mechanics of written Endish, and they prodwce final, error-
free pieces of written @mpostion on aregular basis.

Pre-AP Language Arts - Grade 8

PreAP (Advaned Placemert) Language Arts indudes begnning strategesfor studerts to be sucessful
in high school advanced courses. This couseis offered to eighth grade studerts asan open erroliment
option. Studeits who failed to pas the sevent gradeTAK S ted may still be eligible to enter the course
but will do so under a probdionary contrad. Student are expeded to hawe a higher interest and
commitmentto therigor of the advaned curiculum requrenent. The pace of this cousedeelops the
abliity andregonsbility of students to work indegerdenty, aswell as promotes critical thinking skills.
Outside eading, whichindudesanowel to bereal over the summer prior to taking the @urse isrequred.

QUEST * - Grades6! 8

Prerequisite: Students must meet gifted and talented criteria.

QUEST (Qudity Utilization and Enrichment of Stuudent Talernts) is a gifted and talenied program
desgned to med the neals of idertified studeris who exad, or show the potertial to excd, in a
combinaion of two of thearess of giftednes as defined by the State of Texas 1) high geneal intelledual
abliity and?2) credive andprodudive thinking. The QUEST programis dewelopmental in scope andthe
curicuumis interdisciplinary in conent It doesnot accderate a speeific discipline. Idenified QUEST
students expandtheir akilitiesto apgy criticd andcreative thinking, communication, andresach skills



throudh individual and group projects, independert studes and problem-solving units. QUEST is
combined with QUEST English. QUEST/QUEST Endish incomorates PreAP and gifted teaching
strateges 0 teachtherequisite language ats killsin achdlengng emironment

MATHEMATICS

Students in sixth, seventh and eighth grade mathematics classes are taught in a block schedule consisting of
two forty-five minute class periods daily.

Grade 6

The primary focd paints at sixth grade are usng ratios to de<ribe propottiond relationships involving
nunbers, addng/'subtrading dedmals andfractions, messurement, probablity, and geonetry. Students
use these processes together with tedhnology and other mathematicd tods, sud as manipulative
materials, to deelop corteptud uncerstarding andsolve pioblens.

The curriculum for sixth grade PACE classes focugs on the entire body of the sevenh grade TEKS
(Texas Essatial Knowedge and Skills) and deepens the undeistanding of sded sixth grade TEKS.
Succes in PACE/Pre-AP Math classes requres a high level of conmitment and reponsbility. The
increased rigor of these courses provides chdlenge ard deg undestandng for studens who have shown
aned for enichmentin the areaof mathematics. All studeris successfully conpleting Grade5 PACE
Math or meding qualfying criteria will be erolledin this murse

Grade7

The focd points a sevenh grade are using propottional relaionships in nunbers, geonetry,
measurement and probability; apdying addtion, suliraction, multiplicaion, and division of dedmals,
fractions, and integers; and using statistical measures to desaibe data. Students use these processes
together with techndogy and other mathenaticd tools, sich as manipuative materials, to dewelop
conepud understanding and sole problens.

Thecurricudumfor severth gradePACE clasesfocugson the entire body of the eighth grade TEKS ard
degoers the understarding of afew chasen seventh gradeTEKS. Suaessin PACE/Pre-AP Math clases
requres a high level of commitment and regonsbility. The increased rigor of these courses provides
chdlenge and degp undestandng for students who hawe showna need for errichment in the area of
mathermatics All studens sucesdully conpleting sixth gradePACE Math or meding quaifying criteria
will be arolled in this murse

Grade 8

The primary focd points at eighth gradeare using basc prindples of algebra to andyze andrepresent
propationd and non-propottiond relationstips and using probablity to desribe daa and make
predctions. Rationd numbers are used in the dewelopment of algebraic skills asociated with variable
manipulation and graphicd represnations of numericd quanities The eighth grade curriculum also
placesa heary emphass on geametry andspadial reassoning. Students usethes processes together with
technology and other mathenmatical tods, sud as manipulative materials, to dewlop corceptud
undestanding andsolve goblens.

The curricuum for eighth grade PACE classes is Pre-AP (Advaned Placenmeni) Algebral. Succesin
PACE/Pre-AP clasesrequres a high level of commitment ard regorsibility. The increased rigor of
the® couses provides challenge and deg undestanding for students who have shown a neel for
enichmentin the areaof mathematics All students suacesdully conpleting sevenh gradePACE Math
or who receive credit by exam (CBE) will be erolledin this aurse.



Process for placement in PACE Mathematics Course

All current sixth and seventh grade studens in PACE (Progans for Advancement Challenge, ard
Enrichmen?) math classeswill be enrolledin the nex grade level PACE math class, providedthe studert
hasayealy gradeaverage of 80 or higher. All students sucessfully conpleting sixth andsevent grade
PACE math will be enmlled in the next PACE/Pre-AP math class. Sixth gradestudents currertly in on-
level math dasses will beconsidered for PACE math if all of the following critelia ae met

¢ Yealy gradeaverage is &% or higher

¢ 2009TAKS math score >2200

¢ Mastery on Seeening Ted administered in May

Please note: Students currently in Math 7 who desire to be placed in Pre-AP Algebra for eighth grade must
apply and pass with a grade of 90 or better on the Credit by Exam test. Please contact the grade level
counselor for more information.

Pre-AP Algebra |

Prerequisite: Must meet advanced math criteria for placement. Students successfully completing this
class will receive one high school mathematics credit. Students are required to complete a minimum of
three additional state mathematics courses in grades 9-12.

In PreAP (Advaned Placemen) Algebra I, students use synmbols in a vaiety of ways to study
relationshps among quantties. Students usefundions to represent andmodel problem situationsand to
andyze and interpret relationshps. Equations arise as a way of asking and ansvering quegions
involving funciond relationships. Studeits work in many situaions to se up equatonsard useavariety
of methodsto sdve the® equdions. Tedniquesfor working with functionsard equdions are esential
in undestandng undetyingrelationshps. Studens usea variety of representations (corcrete, numericd,
algorithmic, graplicd), tools, and techndogy (induding but not limited to hand-held cdculators with
graphing cgpahlities, andmodelmathematicd situaions b sdve meaningful problems. Currculumalso
indudesbegnning strateges to prepae student to be suaessful in high school advaned placement
clases.

Note: The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) is adopting the legislatively mandated rule
to require the computation of Grade Point Average (GPA) using uniform standards that colleges can use for
Top 10 percent and other admissions purposes. The rule, as currently drafted, includes high school courses
taken at the middle school level. Once this mandate has been finalized, LISD will adopt GPA policies if
necessary to align with the new standards.

Pre-AP Geometry

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Pre-AP Algebra I. Students successfully completing this class will
receive one high school mathematics credit. Students are required to complete a minimum of three
additional state mathematics courses in grades 9-12. Students taking Pre-AP Geometry as an eighth
grader will enroll in AP Statistics or AP Calculus as a junior in high school.

PreAP Geametry congsts of the study of shaesandfigures ard therr attributes and propeties, spatial
reasoning, structure of mathematicd systens, logicd reasoring, conguene, similarity, and the use of
geametric propettiesto sdve problerns.

Note: The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) is adopting the legislatively mandated rule
to require the computation of Grade Point Average (GPA) using uniform standards that colleges can use for
Top 10 percent and other admissions purposes. The rule, as currently drafted, includes high school courses
taken at the middle school level. Once this mandate has been finalized, LI1SD will adopt GPA policies if
necessary to align with the new standards.



SCIENCE

Midde schod studerts continue to lean andexpeierce sdence throuch anintegated curriculum at each
gradelevel. Our sciencefacilities support a curriculum thatrequresstudents to condud invegigatonsin
life science eath/space sdene, andphysicd sderce At each gradelewel, students useenvironmengly
appopriate, ethical, sée pradicesto condict field and labaatory invedigations. They usea valiety of
sdentific methodsandtools to collea andaralyze data, record information, and nake informeddedsions
using critical thinking and scienific problemsoling skills. Studens use conputers and information
tedhnology to suppat their sdentific invedigations.

Grade 6

Students idenify componens of the solar system, induding the sun,plands, moon andasteroids. They
invedigate the rock cycle andidenify souces of water in a watershed. In addtion, studerts engage in
adivitiesto idertify changesin oljects, induding their postion, diredion, and sped, when a&d upon by
a force Studerts clasify subsgarnces according to their chemicd properties. They idertify the water
cycle and deay of biomass as exanples of the interactions that can ocaur between matter and enegy.
Studatsidertify life processesandtherelat onship between structure andfundion of organisns.

Grade 7

Studaits identify phagsof the moonasconponens of the sdar system They lean how seasans ard the
lengh of dayare caused by thetilt ard rotation of the eath asit orbits the sun. They explore the effects
ontheeath of caastrophic events. Studerts condud adivitiesusing pulleys andlevers to understard the
relaionshp betweenforce andmotion. They thenrelate these concepts to procesesfoundin the human
organism In addtion, they invedigate the chenicd and physical propetties of elements in order to
undestand ther placementon the periodic tade. Studens lean abaut kinetic and potenia enemgy and
idertify phobosynthesis asan exanple of the transformation of radan enegy to chemicd enegy. They
invedigate systems in humans to idertify ther structure andfunctions. Student conpare asexud and
sexud reprodudion to illustrate that gendic materials are repongble for dominant andrecessive traitsin
organisns.

Grade 8

Students investigate the ways in which the earth’s systers hawe been altered by human adivities ard
natural events; analyze and predict cycles within the earth’s systems; and explore interactions in matter
andenegy foundin solar, weaher, andocean systens. Studets leam tha stars and galaxies are part of
the unverse and cescribe dstarcein terms of light yeas. Theyexamine information on he peiodic table
to learn how elements are groupedinto families In adlition, studerts denmonstate chenicd ard physical
change. Students patticipae in adivities in which they predict reailts from differert gendic
combinaions and distinguish between inherited and environmentl chaaderistics They explore how
change in environment conditions anaffed the survival of aspecies

“A dream begins as an idea. Theidea becomes a plan,
the plan is developed, and the dream becomes a reality.”

SOCIAL STUDIES

Contemporary World Societies - Grade 6
Students study peope and places of the contenporary world. Cultural agpeds of scciety sud as
govemment eduetion, religion, econony, and citizendip will be cowvered in the following regons:



Asia, Africa, Eurgoe, Audralia, North America, andSouthAmerica Geogaply is strondy enphaszed
throughou the yea.

Texas History - Grade 7

Students study the history of Texasfrom ealy timesto the preeent induding the erasof misson building,
colonization, rewolution, republic andstatehood. Students also study theregons of Texas, locd andstate
govemment the rich cultural badground of the state, and the impad of sdertific dismoveries and
technologcal innovatonson moden lifein Texas

American History - Grade 8

Students study American history from 16071877. This couse traces the origins of the United Staes
through Remnstrucion and indudes the princples of govemment Studeits pradice usng criticd
thinking skills while exparding their knowledge of historical information. Rights andregponsbilitiesof
citizensare examinedin the study of the Constitution. Students analyze various geogaphic, emnorric,
govemmendl, cultural, and tednologcal fadors that influen@d the dewelopment and growth of the
United Stdes.

“Students gain a sense of control over their lives

when they feel that they have options.”
Classroom Proverbs by Winnerscorp

ELECTIVES

Please note: Due to fluctuations in our campus enroliment numbers, changes may be necessary in
our elective offerings. If an elective is not offered for any reason, we will place your child in his/her
next available elective choice.

Course Length of Course Grade
Advaned Theter* Full Year 8

Athletics Full Year 7-8
Band Full Year 6-8
Cheeleaing* Full Year 7-8
Choir Full Year 6-8
Color Guard** Full Year 7-8
Dane II** Full Year 7-8
Drill Teant* Full Year 7-8
Elective Whed Full Year 6

Lif etime Fines Full Year 6-8
Spansh | Full Year 8

Y eabook: Full Year 7-8

Students who do not select band, choir, foreign language or yearbook will rotate through the
following half-year (one semester) courses during their seventh and eighth grade years. Repeating
semester electives is NOT an option.

Art Half Year 7-8
Computer Applicaions Half Year 7-8
Dane * Half Year 6

Leadeshp Half Year 7-8
Theater Arts Half Year 7-8

Studet Aide* Half Year 7-8



Resach 1 Half Year 7-8

*Teachea appoval requred
**May betaken in place of Lifetime Finess

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
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- EF, @"HI *JKOL,G*LKNOKPN*MKBN,, % Grades6 -8

Lif etime Fitnes is a couse desgnedto teach students the valuesof a healthy lifedyle. The studens are
expo®d to avariety of tean andindvidual spats aswell asdifferent hedth topics The students will be
evaluaied using the Fitnes Gram and the President’s Challenge tests to help them take ownership of their
individual fitness levels. The class will help studerts lean valuesof goal seting andthe importane of
good spotsmandiip.  The students are required to bring their own workout clothes appropriate workout
shoes, and aconmbinaionlock.

ATHLETICS

The athletics programis based on improving basc skills, seting and attaining goals, sdf-disdpline, and
desrabe soda behavior. Studeits wishing to play any of the athletic spots are required to hawe a
physicd by a dodor and conplete the schod insuane requrements. Any studert moving into the
district mid-season rrustinterview with a CRVS coach and beeligible atthetime of errollment

- EF, G"OQLNOKR,* Grades 7 and 8

The athletics programis based on improving basc skills, seting and attaining goals, sdf-disdpline, and
desirable social behavior. Boys’ athletics offers cross-county, footbdl, basketbal, track, soaer, golf,
andtenris. The boys' athletic class peiod is only for footbal, basetball, and patt of tradk andfield.
Studetsthat chooseAthleticsasonre ofther eledive doices ae sgning up © play footbdl.

Students nat playing footbd! may try-out for baketball. Uponmaking the basketbd! team, studens will
hawe ther schedules dhianged b enertheathletic peaiod.

J KOL,G*"OQLNOKR,* Grades 7 and 8
Girls’ athletics is a year-long commitmentthatoffers aosscounty, volleybal, basketbal, tradk, socer,
golf andtenris. Anyseverth oreighth grade grl wishingto enoll in athletics may do so undethe
following condtions:
e Saisfactory conpletion ofthe introdudion to athleticsunit during the spiing semeder.
e Paticipaion in atleastoneof the o no-cut runring spots: crosscounty in the fall andor tradk
in the gring.
e Meeting with the mading steff attheend d the fall and sping semedersto ddermine if
coninudion in the ghletic programis alvised.
o All :avenh gades will need he gproval of the cading staff in order to cortinue in the
athletics plogramasaneighth gade.
e All éghth gades will neal the gproval of the coaching staff to be ecommende for high sdhod
athletics.



FALL SPORTS
Football — Studerts will need to fumish their own shoesandtowel. We conpet in the Leandea 1.S.D. /
Geometown |.S.D Athletic District. Gamesare dayedon Tuesdays. We play bath conplete £venh and
eighth gradesdheddes This is a “no cut” sport; all students can participate. Seventh gradepradices are
held before schod armd during first period athletics and eighth grade pradices are held during ninth
period ahleticsandafter school. (August— Novemrber)

Volleyball - Studeats will neel to furnish ther own shoes andtowel. Games are played on Thursdays
after schod. The scheduk indudes Saturday toumaments. We play conplete sevenh and eighth grade
scheddes. There are tryouts for volleybal. Athletesare not guaranteed to make the team. (Sepenber -
Octobe)

Cross-Country* — Enrdlment in the Athletics course is not required to paticipae in Crosscounty.
Athletesmustfurnish their own running shoes. Prectices are before andbr after school. Meets are held
Wednesdgys after sdhool. Raaesare two mileslong for both boys andgirls. Athleteswill leam to run
between two and $x milesa dg. (Sepgember- Octobe)

WINTER SPORTS
Basketball - Students will neeal to fumish their own shoes andsdety equipment, such asknegadsard
mouth guards. Mostgamesare plyed on Mondays or Thursdays; however, tournaments ae sheduded for
Friday evenings and Saurdays. We play conplete seventh andeighth gradescheduks. Seventh gracers
pradices before schod andduring first period Athletics andeighth grade pradicesare hdd during ninth
period athletics andafter school. Tryouts for basketbdl ocaur atthebegnning of theseaon. Athletesare
not guaranteed b make the eam. (Novenber— Febuary)

SPRING SPORTS
Track and Field* - Students will need to furnish her own runnngshaes We compet with oneseverth
gradeand one eighth grade team Prectices are before andor after school. There are tryouts for sonme
track and feld events. (February — April)

Tennis* - Students will need to furnish thar own tennis radket and shoes. Pradices are before andor
after school Team matches are after schod andtournaments are on Saurdays. There are tryouts for
tenris. Athletes ae nd guaraneal to make the eamn. (Febuay — April)

Golf* - Students neal their own clubs, shoes and golf bals. The schedue includes pradice and
toumanment after schod. There are tryouts for golf. Athletes are nat guararteed to make the team.
(Febuary — April)

Soccer™* - Athletes nustfurnishtheir own sha@s Pradice occurs kefore and/or after schod. Thesoaer
team congsts of oneteam with bah seventh and eéghth grades. There aetryouts for socer. Athletesare
not guaranteed b make the eam. (March— May)

*Enrollment into the athletics class is NO T required to participate in this sport.



ADDITIONAL PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES

Cheerleading! Grades 7 and 8

The middle school cheerleading program is a “no-cut” program open to all seventh and eighth grade
students. Cheeleades peform atall home football, volleybal, andbasketbdl games Theyalso perform
at pep rallies and suppat all other athletic teams. Therequremenssto be acherleade are & follows:

70 orabowe in dl clases

No N orU incondwctin ary class.

No in-school suspensions a LEO asignments.

Succasful conpletion of spring training clinic.

Adheence to all rules and policies outlined in the organization’s constitution and by-laws.

SNANENENEN

Color Guard I** - Grades 7 and 8

The CRMS Color Guard pefforming unit is opento both boys and girls. Studens will lean how to
visudly interpret music through the useof flags, rifles, dane, and props. Stucernts will lean howto spn
various pieces of equpment, will peform for audences a pep ralies and spedal functions and will
travel to compeitions aound thestate. No experierceis requred.

Dance I** - Grade 6

The pumposeof this onesameder dass is to introduce students to dan@. This dasswill focus onthe
following styles ofdarce balet, modemn, jazz and hp-hop. The hitory of thee dane forms will be
explored,and sudents will spendthe mgjority of the classtime experiencing thes dane forms throuch
movementand peformance. Sudent will take PE oposte this muwse This wurseis NOT a
prerequisite for sevent andeighth gradediill team.

Dance II** - Grades 7 and 8

Dane Il is designedto educae students on the art form of dan@. The class will focuson the following
stylesof dan@: bdlet modemn, jaz, lyricd, hip hop, chorographyand production. The studeris will
lean corred teminology andthe history betind each style of dane. In addtion, studerts will learn ard
perform a routine for each style of dance At the erd of the course the studeris will choreogaph ard
produe their own show.

Drill Team ! Grades 7 and 8

The midde schod drill teamis desgnedfor seventh and eighth gradegirls, and is an openenmliment
adivity. Drill team members participae in darce ard drill routinesat schod funcionssuch asfootball
games and perdlies The members ae requiredto atend

daiy after-school pradices. Students must adhere to all rules and policies in the organization’s
congitution and bylaws. Additiond requremensare afollows:

70 orabowe in dl clases

No N or U incondictin ary class.

No in-school suspensions a LEO asignments.

Must aterd summer camp (studert regorsible for paymeny).

Student mustpayfor pradice ttire.

AN N NN

** This course counts as a fine arts elective.



FULL YEARELECTIVES

AVID! Grades7and8

Prerequisites. Student application, oral and written interview process

AVID (Advanement Via Individual Determination) is an academic suppat program that prepaes
students for university eligibility andsuaess AVID places identified studerts in a rigorous curriculum
andgivesthemthe suppot to sucedl therein. The curricudum of the AVID eledive focuses on writing,
inquiry, collabaation and reading (WICR) and includes spedfic strateges for note taking, ted
prepaation ard resarch. The AVID eledive classis also offered for all four yeas at the high sdoad
lewel.

Advanced Theater Arts! Grade 8

Prerequisite: 7heater teacher recommendation

This course builds upon Theaer | and offers a more in-dept curricdum.  In addtion to more thorough
technical projects and acting oppotunities adivities will indude field trips ard guided prepaation for
high shod adwaned heaer placementaudtions.This ourseis afull yea conmitment

Band! Grades6'! 8

Midde schod bandstuderts paticipae in many exdting andrewardng evenss. Begnning sixth grade
bandis a full yea eledive clas and no previous musical experience is necessary. Placnment on
ingrument for begnning bandis based on instrumentgtion, evaluaion, ard availabiity. Sixth grade
band experience is required to participate in band in the seventh and eighth grade.

Placementfor severth andeighth gradebardsis basd on individual auditions, expeierce and diredor
recmmmenddion. Sevent and eighth gradeband studens present concerts throughout the yea for the
student body andthe community. Studens participate in several group and ndividual coneds. Students
paticipae in severa group and individud conteds. Full band, small group, and private ingruction
adivities are providedto ensuke the sucess of the studens. Weekly (one hour) section reheasds are
requred for nonbegnnersuderts.

Band enphaszes sdf-discipline, promotes teamwork, dewelops higher level thinking skills, nurtures
strong friendship bords, ard foders a family-like emvironmentfor all students. Begnning bandstuderts
spend the yea in classes desgnaed by ingrument Thes studens play in several concets ard
paticipde in a solo contest With sone exceptions, begnning band students must provide their own
ingrumensfor class. Thiscourse is afull yea conmitment

Choir! Grades6-8

Midde school choir students leam skills that dewelop their singing voice Regardless of skill lewel,
students lean musical vocaulary, sight-reading, and written notation. Choir students may hawe the
oppotunity to paticipae in All-Regon (seventh ard eighth grades only), UIL, Solo and Ensanble
coniests, andvarious music fedivals and concerts. In addtion to ther choir classpatticipaton, studens
hawe oppotunities for individual and small group performances. Studens in the seventh and eighth
grades can expect to atterd a few before- or after-school sedion rehersals at varioustimes during the
schod yea. Sewenth andeighth gradestudents with previous choir experierce can audtion for Varsity
Choir. Higibility and notivation aetaken nto consderation. This murse is afull year commitment

All saventh ard eghth gade dhoir Sudent ae requred to puchase a formal chdr uniform. When a
student movesto ninth grade, theyhawe the ogion to sell the uniform to an undeclassman for hdf of the
uniform’s value. All choir students, including sixth graders, must purchase a choir shirt.

Color Guard I* - Grades 7 and 8



*T his couse also meds the state physicd adivity requirement Please seecoursedegription unde the
Physicd Activity section.

Dance 1™ - Grades 7 and 8
*T his course also meds the state physicd adivity requirement Please seecousedegription unde the
Physicd Activity section.

Elective Wheel ! Grade 6

The whed alows sixth grade students who are not paticipaing in bandor choir an overview of our
eledives Studenss will take a rotation of art, theaer, conputer appications, and leadership. This
exposire will give studerts an oppatunity to make informed choices for seventh and eighth grade
eledive optons.

Spanish | - Grade 8 only - 1 high school credit

Prerequisites: Spanish 1A OR a minimum average of 85 in their Language Arts class AND a scale score
of 2250 on the most recent TAKS Reading Test.

This dassfollows the same smpe and sequence asall the LISD High SchoolSparishl classs. Theefore,
therigor, pace and expedationsof this classwill be congstentwith those of the high schod. Spanish |
introdues the basc language skills of showng, viewing, listening, realing, spe&ing, and writing in
Spansh. Stucens will leam vocaulary and grammaticd structures necessay to communicae in
ewveryday situaions. A variety of videos student presentations, projects, anddramatizations will reinforce
language skills and introduce variousagoects of Hispanic culture. Students are expededto take anadive
rolein all oral adivitiesto enhance popa pronungation.

Note: The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) is adopting the legislatively mandated rule
to require the computation of Grade Point Average (GPA) using uniform standards that colleges can use for
Top 10 percent and other admissions purposes. The rule, as currently drafted, includes high school courses
taken at the middle school level. Once this mandate has been finalized, LISD will adopt GPA policies if
necessary to align with the new standards.

Yearbook ! Grades7and 8

Prerequisite: Recommendation from all current teachers

This class corsists of appoximately eighteen studerts. Students must have maintained a B average in
acadamic clasesthe prior yea andbe regponsble, sdf-motivated, reliable, andprompt. Yeabook staff
members will lean severd sdtware progranms in clas and be responsble for pubishng the school
yeabook

HALF YEAR (SEMESTER) ELECTIVES

Students who do not select a full year elective will rotate through the following half-year (one semester)
courses during their seventh and eighth grade years. Repeating semester electivesis NOT an option.

Art! Grades7and 8

Students will develop new skills andtechniquesthrough the use of a variety of art media while leaning
the elements ard prindples of art. Studeris will develop skills in percepion, credive expresson, and
historicd ard cutural heritace.

Computer Applications! Grades 7 and 8
Themain focus of this couseisto teach all studerts how to type propery. Student will work through a
nunber of typing adivities which teach hard placementandkey locaion on the keyboad. Students will



obtain an overall knowledge of conputer software and lean how to manipulate several different
programs including Microsoft Word, Powver Poirt, and Excel

Dance | ! Grade 6
This couise meds the state physicd activity requrement Please see course degription unde the
Physicd Activity section.

Research 101! Grades 7 and 8

Studants will use bools, ddabases and gpropriate websitesto read and analyze information. Theywill
lean asevenstep esearch process Sudents will research acortroversia issue, ddat it with their
patnerand pesenta PoverPointto the

group. Students will thenhawe the oppotunity to complete a reseach projed of ther own chadce with
weekly disausgons and compalisons By the end of the semeder, studerts will be ready for the more
intene research d high sool and beynd.

Student Aide ! Grades 7 and 8

Prerequisite: Application required

Student aidesasdst teachers and staff in valious taks and projedsin a clasroom, the front office or
thelibrary. Stuwerts nustcondud¢ thensdvesin a paitive and

appopriate manne e dl times Grades are assessd based an condict, paformane and attitude

Teen Leadership! Grades 7 and 8

Studeits will dewlop leadaship skills in an interadive atmosphee. They will lean pesord
regonsibility for ther own adions, attitudes and behaviors through role play, creative adivities ard
daily disaussons. Stuwlertswill asodewelop communicaion andpuldic speeking skills, ard they will be
directly involved in community savice projects. They will lean tha leadership is being your persmal
beg and sippating others.

Theater Arts! Grades7 and 8

Theater Arts encourages studens to acquire knowledge of and participation in the art of theder andits
technical agects. The program focuses on: deweloping a sense of sdf and persaal attistic vision,
undestanding theder's role in culture and sodety throughout history, and peiforming monologuesand
dues beore clasroomaudenes

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

1. National Junior Honor Society

National Junior Hona Sockity is a naional organization for seventh and eighth grade studeris. The
pumpos of this scciety is to reagnize, rewad, and promote scholadic achieverment Sekdionis based
onteacdher evaluaions of scholarship, leadership, sevice charader, and @tizendip. A faalty conmittee
sds standads tha mustinclude a cunulative academic average of at leag 90 percent Invitations for
indudion ae dstributed b sevenh grades during the spling semeder.

2. Student Council
Student Courcil dewelops commitments to citizership, schdarshp, leadership, human relationships, and
cultural values
Theobedivesof the Stdent Coundl are:
= Toinitiate, implementard conplete projeds and adivitiesthat help the school, the studerts, the
faaulty, the alministration,and he cmmunity;
= To dewelop and provide oppotunities for leadership and sewice in the locd schod and
conmmunity;



= To dewlop not only leadership abilities within the youth of today, but also leadership for the
community, state, and naion for tomorrow;
= To providea livingworkshop ofdemocratic processes;
» Toinceasedudentinvolvementand prdein ther school.
The Student Council conssts of represnitives from each team Geneaal eledions are held to eled
officers and council menbers.

3. Peer Mediation

Peermediation is dedgned to sdtle student corflict through mediation fadlitated by fellow students
trained in conflict resolution. Mediation has two disputnts, two student mediators, and one trained
teacheror counglor. The mediators are nomnaedby their teachas  represent the sudentbodyandare
trainedat the begnning of the semeder. All mediations take place during schod hours. Peer mediation
is desgned to sdtle studert conflict through mediation fadlitated by fellow students trainedin conflict
reolution. Mediation hastwo disputans, two student mediators, and onetrained teache or counséor.
The mediators are trained at the begnning of the semeder. All mediatons take place during school
hours.

4. Clubs

Clubs offer the students an oppotunity to pursuetheir intered, aswell as med and work with other
students. A variety of clubsin which students may bemme involved will be poged on the CRMS
webste.

5. Excellent Eagles

Excelent Eades recgnizes those studerts who maintain an average of 85 or abow in each of their
classes, denonstate good citizengip, and provide savice to the community. Excelent Eades are
recgnized each six weeks. Applicaions ae availade aftertheend d eah gadng cycle.

Notice to Leander 1.S.D. Parents and Students
Credit for Acceleration
(Credit By Exam)

Credit by Exaninaion for Acceleration allows students, who, withou direct instruction, have already
mageredall contentandskillsin a paticular gradelewvel or course to advance to thenext level or course
These exams are available at no cost to eligible students who test during the district’s testing periods. The
2008 eding dakesare asfollows:

Testing Period Testing Dates Time Application Due
| June9, 10, & 11 2009 9am-3pm April 17, 2009
I TBD 9am-3pm TBD

Students will conplete an applcaion form andtake a designaied criterion referencd teg which covers
the TexasEsenia Knowledge and Skills and mgjor leaning for the cousefor which they wish credit.
For al of its credt by exans, the district uses teds deweloped by the University of Texas Extension,
Instruction, ard Materials Center. Studerts should contad the campus counlor for applications and
addtionalinformation.




Leander ISD Purpose
The purpose of LISD is to educate each student to be successful in an ever-changing world.

Leander [SD Vision
Eadh LISD graduateis prepared with the knowledge, academic foundation, ard life skill s to be a productive leamer,
aneffedive communicatar, and aresmnsible citizen

Graduate Profile

To be academically prepared, each LISD graduate:

e Has tle knowledge in mathematics,science, and social studies recessary for problem solving, communicating,
ard reasoning.

e Patticipates inthe literary, visual, and performing arts to errich higher daily life.

To be a productive learner, each LISD graduate:

e Demonstratesself-discipline, setsgoals, uses time wisely and always tries toimprove.

e Demonsgtrates la@ic, critical thinking skill s, credivity, and the akility to solve problems.

e Managesinformation by acquiring and evaluating data,organizing and maintaining records, ard using
tecmology to find and process information.

e Demonstratesskill in managng systems and resaurces, such asmoney, mateials, space, and pegple.

70 be an effective communicator, each LISD graduate:

o Reasproficiently from avariety of sourcesfor knowledge and erjoyment.

o Listensattentive ard critically and respnds to spegkers appropriately.

o Writesand spe&ks corredly, effedively and fluently, adapting to different audiences and purposes.

To be a responsible citizen, each LISD graduate:

Understands the value ard rewards of work.

Understands the nature of eacnomics and consumer finance as it gplies to everyday living.

Contributes to community or school sewice organizations.

Makes and evaluates @dsions basedon ethical principles and resped of the law.

Understands and appredates tte berefits of democratic govemment and freeerterprise.

Understands world issues and currert events, idertifies the rights and obligations of citizens, and participates in

the democratic process.

Each LISD graduate:

e Makeswise carea dedsions basedon self-knowledge, educational and occupational exploration, ard career
planning.

e Fosters personal hedth hahits and self-worth.

e Demonstrates nterpersonal skills neededto work effedively in teans, manage conflict, lead in community and
business and be aneffedive parert.

e Reasard leamsfor erjoyment, fulfill ment and breadth of knowledge.

10 Ethical Principles
Concern for Others
Promise Keeping
Faimess
Integity
Respeda for Others
Excdlence
Honesy
Accountahili ty
Law Abidarce/Civil D uty
Loyalty

Leander ISD Vision
Every studert is ercouraged, supported, and challenged to achieve the highest levels of knowledge, skills, and
charader.




