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Dear Students and Parents, 
 
This handbook has been prepared to help you make meaningful decisions regarding course 
selections for the coming school year.  The following information is included: promotion 
requirements, course offerings, prerequisites, and course descriptions.  Please use the 
information provided in this catalogue to guide you in your course selection. 
 
If you have additional questions, please contact your teachers or counselor.  Changes in course 
selections must remain minimal, so that planning for the next school year can be accomplished 
efficiently.   
 
We welcome you to Canyon Ridge Middle School and look forward to an exciting year ahead. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Susan Sullivan 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



R E Q UIR E M E N TS F O R PR O M O T I O N 

 
To meet the minimum requirements for promotion, a student must receive a yearly average of 70% or 
greater in three of the four required classes: language arts, math, science, and social studies.  A student 
who receives a yearly average of 69% or less in two or more of the core classes may be retained.  Each 
student at the middle school must take a full load of courses.  Generally, courses are composed of: 

! 1 language arts, math, science, and social studies course,   
! 1 physical activity (required at grades 6 and 7), and  
! 1 elective course - one full-year or two half-year course(s) 

 
Teaming 

At CRMS, we subscribe to the philosophy of academic teaming which gives your child a sense of family 
and belonging.  All students on an academic team will have the same core teachers.  The benefits of 
academic teaming are: a strong sense of community, consistency of team requirements and procedures, 
and balanced class size.  This approach also enables parents to communicate with one small group of 
teachers. 
 

Schedule Change Policy 
Schedule changes are the exception at CRMS.  They occur only if there are compelling reasons.  If a 
student has a scheduling concern, he/she should make an appointment with the counselor. If needed, a 
parent/teacher/student/counselor conference will be scheduled.  A schedule change may result in a student 
being moved to another academic team.  Class availability may impact elective choices.  Every 
attempt will be made to honor the student's choice.   
 

Campus Information 
The CRMS website offers an abundance of information about our school.  Important parent and student 
resources including links to teacher web pages, GradeSpeed Parent Connection, and the parent/student 
handbook are available on this site.   The campus calendar, located on the CRMS main page, posts 
upcoming activities, including athletic, band, choir, theater, and club events.    
 

Career Exploration 
CRMS has a site license for Choices Explorer, a web-based resource for exploring interests and matching 
interests to courses of study and careers.  Students are introduced to the program through annual 
structured guidance activities.  To access the site as a parent, a site ID and password may be obtained by 
calling your grade level counselor.  We encourage students and parents to take full advantage of this 
resource.  The website is www.access.bridges.com. 

 
G E A R-UP 

I" you have not had the opportunity to attend LISD4s 6EAR-UP session, we encourage you to attend in 
August during the Sixth Grade Open House.  The purpose of this informative event is to help parents and 
students plan ahead for high school and college. Attendees will learn about LISD graduation 
requirements, advanced placement programs, paying for college, and transitioning through and beyond 
high school graduation.  Please contact the counseling office for specific dates and times 
 

Texas Scholars 
Texas Scholars is a community-based initiative that encourages and motivates all high school students to 
successfully complete the challenging courses required by the Recommended High School Graduation 
Plan.  This rigorous course of study, which includes math, science, social studies, and language arts, 
including languages other than English, prepares students with the academic foundation to succeed in the 
endeavor of their choice.  To learn more about Texas Scholars, please visit www.texasscholars.org or 
contact your high school.   

http://www.access.bridges.com/
http://www.texasscholars.org/


 

A C A D E M I CS 
 

L A N G U A G E A R TS 
 
Students in G rades 6, 7, and 8 language arts classes are taught in a block schedule consisting of two forty-five 
minute class per iods daily.  These courses teach the language components of reading, writing, listening, 
speaking, viewing and representing. 
 

G rade 6 
Sixth grade students master previously learned skills in increasingly complex presentations, reading 
selections, and written compositions.  They read a wide variety of classic and contemporary selections 
and informational texts.  Through their reading, they study vocabulary, reading comprehension, and 
literary analysis.  They write for specific purposes such as to inform, persuade, or entertain. They edit 
their writing for clarity and the correct use of the conventions and mechanics of written English. Student 
learning is focused on all stages of the writing process, from drafting through publishing. 
 
G rade 7 
Seventh grade students refine and master previously learned knowledge and skills in increasingly 
complex presentations, reading selections, and written compositions.  They continue to read a variety of 
classic and contemporary selections and informational texts.  Through their reading, they study 
vocabulary, reading comprehension, and literary analysis (such as the contribution of style, tone, and 
mood to a text).  Students are able to select and use different forms of writing for specific purposes.  They 
edit their writing for clarity and the correct use of the conventions and mechanics of written English, and 
they produce final, error-free pieces of written composition on a regular basis. 
 
G rade 8  
Eighth grade students refine and master previously learned knowledge and skills in increasingly complex 
presentations, reading selections, and written compositions.  They continue to read a variety of classic and 
contemporary selections and informational texts.  Through their reading, they study vocabulary, 
comprehension, and literary analysis, as well as the characteristics of various literary forms.  They are 
able to select and use different forms of writing for specific purposes.  They edit their writing for clarity 
and the correct use of the conventions and mechanics of written English, and they produce final, error-
free pieces of written composition on a regular basis.   
 
Pre-AP Language A rts - G rade 8 
Pre-AP (Advanced Placement) Language Arts includes beginning strategies for students to be successful 
in high school advanced courses.  This course is offered to eighth grade students as an open enrollment 
option.  Students who failed to pass the seventh grade TAKS test may still be eligible to enter the course, 
but will do so under a probationary contract.  Students are expected to have a higher interest and 
commitment to the rigor of the advanced curriculum requirements.  The pace of this course develops the 
ability and responsibility of students to work independently, as well as promotes critical thinking skills.  
Outside reading, which includes a novel to be read over the summer prior to taking the course, is required. 
 
Q U EST * - G rades 6 !  8 
Prerequisite: Students must meet gifted and talented criteria. 
QUEST (Quality Utilization and Enrichment of Student Talents) is a gifted and talented program 
designed to meet the needs of identified students who excel, or show the potential to excel, in a 
combination of two of the areas of giftedness as defined by the State of Texas: 1) high general intellectual 
ability and 2) creative and productive thinking.  The QUEST program is developmental in scope, and the 
curriculum is interdisciplinary in content.  It does not accelerate a specific discipline.  Identified QUEST 
students expand their abilities to apply critical and creative thinking, communication, and research skills 



through individual and group projects, independent studies, and problem-solving units.  QUEST is 
combined with QUEST English. QUEST/QUEST English incorporates Pre-AP and gifted teaching 
strategies to teach the requisite language arts skills in a challenging environment.      
 

M A T H E M A T I CS 
 
Students in sixth, seventh and eighth grade mathematics classes are taught in a block schedule consisting of 
two forty-five minute class per iods daily.   
 
G rade 6 
The primary focal points at sixth grade are using ratios to describe proportional relationships involving 
numbers, adding/subtracting decimals and fractions, measurement, probability, and geometry.  Students 
use these processes together with technology and other mathematical tools, such as manipulative 
materials, to develop conceptual understanding and solve problems.   
 
The curriculum for sixth grade PACE classes focuses on the entire body of the seventh grade TEKS 
(Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) and deepens the understanding of select sixth grade TEKS.  
Success in PACE/Pre-AP Math classes requires a high level of commitment and responsibility.  The 
increased rigor of these courses provides challenge and deep understanding for students who have shown 
a need for enrichment in the area of mathematics.  All students successfully completing Grade 5 PACE 
Math or meeting qualifying criteria will be enrolled in this course. 
 
G rade 7 
The focal points at seventh grade are using proportional relationships in numbers, geometry, 
measurement, and probability; applying addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of decimals, 
fractions, and integers; and using statistical measures to describe data.  Students use these processes 
together with technology and other mathematical tools, such as manipulative materials, to develop 
conceptual understanding and solve problems.   
 
The curriculum for seventh grade PACE classes focuses on the entire body of the eighth grade TEKS and 
deepens the understanding of a few chosen seventh grade TEKS.  Success in PACE/Pre-AP Math classes 
requires a high level of commitment and responsibility.  The increased rigor of these courses provides 
challenge and deep understanding for students who have shown a need for enrichment in the area of 
mathematics.  All students successfully completing sixth grade PACE Math or meeting qualifying criteria 
will be enrolled in this course. 
 
G rade 8 
The primary focal points at eighth grade are using basic principles of algebra to analyze and represent 
proportional and non-proportional relationships and using probability to describe data and make 
predictions.  Rational numbers are used in the development of algebraic skills associated with variable 
manipulation and graphical representations of numerical quantities.  The eighth grade curriculum also 
places a heavy emphasis on geometry and spatial reasoning.  Students use these processes together with 
technology and other mathematical tools, such as manipulative materials, to develop conceptual 
understanding and solve problems.   
 
The curriculum for eighth grade PACE classes is Pre-AP (Advanced Placement) Algebra I.  Success in 
PACE/Pre-AP classes requires a high level of commitment and responsibility.  The increased rigor of 
these courses provides challenge and deep understanding for students who have shown a need for 
enrichment in the area of mathematics.  All students successfully completing seventh grade PACE Math 
or who receive credit by exam (CBE) will be enrolled in this course. 
 



Process for placement in PA C E Mathematics Course 
All current sixth and seventh grade students in PACE (Programs for Advancement, Challenge, and 
Enrichment) math classes will be enrolled in the next grade level PACE math class, provided the student 
has a yearly grade average of 80 or higher.  All students successfully completing sixth and seventh grade 
PACE math will be enrolled in the next PACE/Pre-AP math class.  Sixth grade students currently in on-
level math classes will be considered for PACE math if all of the following criteria are met: 

 Yearly grade average is 85% or higher 
 2009 TAKS math score >2200 
 Mastery on Screening Test administered in May 

 
Please note:  Students currently in M ath 7 who desi r e to be placed in Pre-AP A lgebra for eighth grade must 
apply and pass with a grade of 90 or better on the C redit by Exam test.  Please contact the grade level 
counselor for more information. 
 
Pre-AP A lgebra I 
Prerequisite:  Must meet advanced math criteria for placement.  Students successfully completing this 
class will receive one high school mathematics credit.  Students are required to complete a minimum of 
three additional state mathematics courses in grades 9-12.  
 
In Pre-AP (Advanced Placement) Algebra I, students use symbols in a variety of ways to study 
relationships among quantities.  Students use functions to represent and model problem situations and to 
analyze and interpret relationships.    Equations arise as a way of asking and answering questions 
involving functional relationships.  Students work in many situations to set up equations and use a variety 
of methods to solve these equations.  Techniques for working with functions and equations are essential 
in understanding underlying relationships.  Students use a variety of representations (concrete, numerical, 
algorithmic, graphical), tools, and technology (including but not limited to hand-held calculators with 
graphing capabilities), and model mathematical situations to solve meaningful problems.  Curriculum also 
includes beginning strategies to prepare students to be successful in high school advanced placement 
classes.   
  
Note:  The Texas H igher Education Coordinating Board (T H E C B) is adopting the legislatively mandated rule 
to require the computation of G rade Point Average (GPA) using uniform standards that colleges can use for 
Top 10 percent and other admissions purposes.  The rule, as currently drafted, includes high school courses 
taken at the middle school level.  Once this mandate has been finalized, L ISD will adopt GPA policies if 
necessary to align with the new standards.   
  
Pre-AP Geometry  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Pre-AP Algebra I.  Students successfully completing this class will 
receive one high school mathematics credit.  Students are required to complete a minimum of three 
additional state mathematics courses in grades 9-12.  Students taking Pre-AP Geometry as an eighth 
grader will enroll in AP Statistics or AP Calculus as a junior in high school. 
 

Pre-AP Geometry consists of the study of shapes and figures and their attributes and properties, spatial 
reasoning, structure of mathematical systems, logical reasoning, congruence, similarity, and the use of 
geometric properties to solve problems.  
 
Note:  The Texas H igher Education Coordinating Board (T H E C B) is adopting the legislatively mandated rule 
to require the computation of G rade Point Average (GPA) using uniform standards that colleges can use for 
Top 10 percent and other admissions purposes.  The rule, as currently drafted, includes high school courses 
taken at the middle school level.  Once this mandate has been finalized, L ISD will adopt GPA policies if 
necessary to align with the new standards.   
 
 



SC I E N C E 
 
Middle school students continue to learn and experience science through an integrated curriculum at each 
grade level.  Our science facilities support a curriculum that requires students to conduct investigations in 
life science, earth/space science, and physical science.  At each grade level, students use environmentally 
appropriate, ethical, safe practices to conduct field and laboratory investigations.  They use a variety of 
scientific methods and tools to collect and analyze data, record information, and make informed decisions 
using critical thinking and scientific problem-solving skills.  Students use computers and information 
technology to support their scientific investigations. 
 
G rade 6 
Students identify components of the solar system, including the sun, planets, moon and asteroids.  They 
investigate the rock cycle and identify sources of water in a watershed.  In addition, students engage in 
activities to identify changes in objects, including their position, direction, and speed, when acted upon by 
a force.  Students classify substances according to their chemical properties.  They identify the water 
cycle and decay of biomass as examples of the interactions that can occur between matter and energy. 
Students identify life processes and the relationship between structure and function of organisms. 
 
G rade 7 
Students identify phases of the moon as components of the solar system. They learn how seasons and the 
length of day are caused by the tilt and rotation of the earth as it orbits the sun.  They explore the effects 
on the earth of catastrophic events.  Students conduct activities using pulleys and levers to understand the 
relationship between force and motion.  They then relate these concepts to processes found in the human 
organism.  In addition, they investigate the chemical and physical properties of elements in order to 
understand their placement on the periodic table.  Students learn about kinetic and potential energy and 
identify photosynthesis as an example of the transformation of radiant energy to chemical energy.  They 
investigate systems in humans to identify their structure and functions.  Students compare asexual and 
sexual reproduction to illustrate that genetic materials are responsible for dominant and recessive traits in 
organisms. 
 
G rade 8  
Students  investigate  the ;ays  in ;hich  the  earth4s systems have been altered by human activities and 
natural events> analy?e and predict cycles ;ithin the earth4s systems> and explore interactions in matter 
and energy found in solar, weather, and ocean systems.  Students learn that stars and galaxies are part of 
the universe and describe distance in terms of light years.  They examine information on the periodic table 
to learn how elements are grouped into families.  In addition, students demonstrate chemical and physical 
change.  Students participate in activities in which they predict results from different genetic 
combinations and distinguish between inherited and environmental characteristics.  They explore how 
change in environmental conditions can affect the survival of a species. 
 
 

!" dream be*ins as an idea.  The idea becomes a plan, 
the plan is developed4 and the dream becomes a reality.8 

 
 

SO C I A L ST UDI ES 
 

Contemporary World Societies - G rade 6  
Students study people and places of the contemporary world.  Cultural aspects of society such as 
government, education, religion, economy, and citizenship will be covered in the following regions:  



Asia, Africa, Europe, Australia, North America, and South America.  Geography is strongly emphasized 
throughout the year.   
 
Texas H istory  - G rade 7  
Students study the history of Texas from early times to the present including the eras of mission building, 
colonization, revolution, republic and statehood.  Students also study the regions of Texas, local and state 
government, the rich cultural background of the state, and the impact of scientific discoveries and 
technological innovations on modern life in Texas.   
 
American H istory - G rade 8 
Students study American history from 1607-1877.  This course traces the origins of the United States 
through Reconstruction and includes the principles of government.  Students practice using critical 
thinking skills while expanding their knowledge of historical information.  Rights and responsibilities of 
citizens are examined in the study of the Constitution.  Students analyze various geographic, economic, 
governmental, cultural, and technological factors that influenced the development and growth of the 
United States. 
 

!9tudents *ain a sense o; control over their lives 
<hen they ;eel that they have options.8 

Classroom Proverbs by Winnerscorp 

 
 E L E C T I V ES 

 
Please note:  Due to fluctuations in our campus enrollment numbers, changes may be necessary in 
our elective offerings.  If an elective is not offered for any reason, we will place your child in his/her 
next available elective choice. 

 
Course         Length of Course          G rade   
Advanced Theater*   Full Year  8 
Athletics   Full Year  7-8 
Band    Full Year  6-8 
Cheerleading**    Full Year  7-8 
Choir    Full Year  6-8 
Color Guard**    Full Year  7-8 
Dance II**    Full Year  7-8 
Drill Team**    Full Year  7-8 
Elective Wheel   Full Year  6 
Lif etime Fitness   Full Year  6-8 
Spanish I   Full Year  8 
Yearbook*   Full Year  7-8 
 
Students who do not select band, choir , foreign language or yearbook will rotate through the 
following half-year (one semester) courses during thei r seventh and eighth grade years.  Repeating 
semester electives is N O T an option. 
 
Art    Half Year  7-8 
Computer Applications  Half Year  7-8 
Dance I**    Half Year  6 
Leadership   Half Year  7-8 
Theater Arts   Half Year  7-8 
Student Aide*   Half Year  7-8 



Research 101   Half Year  7-8 
 
     *Teacher approval required 
   **Ma y be taken in place of Lifetime Fitness 

 
 

PH YSI C A L A C T I V I T Y 
 
"## $%&'()*+$*,- *. / 01*2345'#67*"#+'8'+4*9:;<'%: = : (+5*>$%*2<?7'#*,# 3$$7*,+<&:(+5@*AB Beginning with the 
2008-09 school year , students in grades six through eight will be required to participate in daily physical 
6#+'8'+4*>$%*6+*7:65+*/ 0*= '(< +:5*>$%*6+*7:65+*>$<%*5: = :5+:%5*&<%'()*+3$5:*) %6&:*7:8:75CD** 
 
- EF, G*" HI *JK9L,G*LKMNOKPN*MKOHN,, *!  G rades 6 - 8 
Lif etime Fitness is a course designed to teach students the values of a healthy lifestyle.  The students are 
exposed to a variety of team and individual sports as well as different health topics.   The students will be 
evaluated using the Fitness Gram and the President4s Challenge tests to help them taDe o;nership o" their 
individual fitness levels.  The class will help students learn values of goal setting and the importance of 
good sportsmanship.   The students are required to bring their own workout clothes, appropriate workout 
shoes, and a combination lock.   
 
A T H L E T I CS 
The athletics program is based on improving basic skills, setting and attaining goals, self-discipline, and 
desirable social behavior. Students wishing to play any of the athletic sports are required to have a 
physical by a doctor and complete the school insurance requirements.  Any student moving into the 
district mid-season must interview with a CRMS coach and be eligible at the time of enrollment. 
 
- EF, G*" OQLNOKR,*- G rades 7 and 8 
The athletics program is based on improving basic skills, setting and attaining goals, self-discipline, and 
desiraEle  social  Eehavior.   Boys4  athletics  o""ers  cross-country, football, basketball, track, soccer, golf, 
and tennis.  The boys' athletic class period is only for football, basketball, and part of track and field.  
Students that choose Athletics as one of their elective choices are signing up to play football.   
 
Students not playing football may try-out for basketball.  Upon making the basketball team, students will 
have their schedules changed to enter the athletic period.   
 
J K9L,G*"OQLNOKR,*- G rades 7 and 8 
6irls4 athletics is a year-long commitment that offers cross-country, volleyball, basketball, track, soccer, 
golf and tennis.  Any seventh or eighth grade girl wishing to enroll in athletics may do so under the 
following conditions: 

 Satisfactory completion of the introduction to athletics unit during the spring semester. 
 Participation in at least one of the two no-cut running sports: cross country in the fall and/or track 

in the spring. 
 Meeting with the coaching staff at the end of the fall and spring semesters to determine if 

continuation in the athletic program is advised. 
 All seventh graders will need the approval of the coaching staff in order to continue in the 

athletics program as an eighth grader. 
 All eighth graders will need the approval of the coaching staff to be recommended for high school 

athletics. 



 
F A L L SPO R TS 

Football H Students will need to furnish their own shoes and towel.  We compete in the Leander I.S.D. / 
Georgetown I.S.D Athletic District.  Games are played on Tuesdays.   We play both complete seventh and 
eighth grade schedules.  This is a Jno cutK sport> all students can participate. Seventh grade practices are 
held before school and during first period athletics, and eighth grade practices are held during ninth 
period athletics and after school. (August H November) 
 
Volleyball - Students will need to furnish their own shoes and towel.  Games are played on Thursdays 
after school.  The schedule includes Saturday tournaments. We play complete seventh and eighth grade 
schedules. There are tryouts for volleyball.  Athletes are not guaranteed to make the team. (September - 
October) 
 
C ross-Country* H Enrollment in the Athletics course is not required to participate in Cross-country.  
Athletes must furnish their own running shoes.  Practices are before and/or after school.  Meets are held 
Wednesdays after school.  Races are two miles long for both boys and girls.  Athletes will learn to run 
between two and six miles a day. (September - October) 
 

W IN T E R SPO R TS 
Basketball - Students will need to furnish their own shoes and safety equipment, such as kneepads and 
mouth guards. Most games are played on Mondays or Thursdays; however, tournaments are scheduled for 
Friday evenings and Saturdays.  We play complete seventh and eighth grade schedules. Seventh graders 
practices before school and during first period Athletics, and eighth grade practices are held during ninth 
period athletics and after school. Tryouts for basketball occur at the beginning of the season.  Athletes are 
not guaranteed to make the team. (November H February) 

 
SPRIN G SPO R TS 

T rack and F ield* - Students will need to furnish their own running shoes.  We compete with one seventh 
grade and one eighth grade team. Practices are before and/or after school.  There are tryouts for some 
track and field events. (February H April) 
 
Tennis* - Students will need to furnish their own tennis racket and shoes.  Practices are before and/or 
after school.  Team matches are after school and tournaments are on Saturdays. There are tryouts for 
tennis.  Athletes are not guaranteed to make the team. (February H April)  
 
Golf* - Students need their own clubs, shoes, and golf balls.  The schedule includes practice and 
tournaments after school. There are tryouts for golf.  Athletes are not guaranteed to make the team. 
(February H April) 
 
Soccer* - Athletes must furnish their own shoes.  Practice occurs before and/or after school. The soccer 
team consists of one team with both seventh and eighth graders. There are tryouts for soccer.  Athletes are 
not guaranteed to make the team. (March H May) 
 

*Enrollment into the athletics class is N O T required to participate in this sport. 
 
 



A DDI T I O N A L PH YSI C A L A C T I V I T I ES 
 
Cheer leading !  G rades 7 and 8 
The middle  school  cheerleading  program  is  a  Jno-cutK  program  open  to  all  seventh  and  eighth  grade 
students.  Cheerleaders perform at all home football, volleyball, and basketball games. They also perform 
at pep rallies and support all other athletic teams.  The requirements to be a cheerleader are as follows: 

" 70 or above in all classes. 
" No N or U in conduct in any class. 
" No in-school suspensions or LEO assignments. 
" Successful completion of spring training clinic. 
" Adherence to all rules and policies outlined in the organi?ation4s constitution and Ey-laws. 

 
Color Guard I** - G rades 7 and 8 
The CRMS Color Guard performing unit is open to both boys and girls.  Students will learn how to 
visually interpret music through the use of flags, rifles, dance, and props.  Students will learn how to spin 
various pieces of equipment, will perform for audiences at pep rallies and special functions, and will 
travel to competitions around the state.  No experience is required. 
 
Dance I** - G rade 6 
The purpose of this one semester class is to introduce students to dance.  This class will focus on the 
following styles of dance:  ballet, modern, jazz and hip-hop.  The history of these dance forms will be 
explored, and students will spend the majority of the class time experiencing these dance forms through 
movement and performance.  Students will take PE opposite this course.  This course is NOT a 
prerequisite for seventh and eighth grade drill team. 
 
Dance I I** - G rades 7 and 8 
Dance II is designed to educate students on the art form of dance.  The class will focus on the following 
styles of dance:  ballet, modern, jazz, lyrical, hip hop, choreography and production.  The students will 
learn correct terminology and the history behind each style of dance.  In addition, students will learn and 
perform a routine for each style of dance.  At the end of the course, the students will choreograph and 
produce their own show. 
 
Drill Team !  G rades 7 and 8 
The middle school drill team is designed for seventh and eighth grade girls, and is an open enrollment 
activity.  Drill team members participate in dance and drill routines at school functions such as football 
games, and pep rallies.  The members are required to attend  
daily after-school practices.  Students  must  adhere  to  all  rules  and  policies  in  the  organi?ation4s 
constitution and by-laws.  Additional requirements are as follows: 

" 70 or above in all classes. 
" No N or U in conduct in any class. 
" No in-school suspensions or LEO assignments. 
" Must attend summer camp (student responsible for payment). 
" Student must pay for practice attire. 

 
** This course counts as a fine arts elective. 
 



F U L L Y E A R E L E C T I V ES 
 
 A V ID !  G rades 7 and 8 
Prerequisites:  Student application, oral and written interview process 
AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is an academic support program that prepares 
students for university eligibility and success.  AVID places identified students in a rigorous curriculum 
and gives them the support to succeed therein.  The curriculum of the AVID elective focuses on writing, 
inquiry, collaboration and reading (WICR) and includes specific strategies for note taking, test 
preparation and research.  The AVID elective class is also offered for all four years at the high school 
level.   
 
Advanced Theater A rts !  G rade 8 
Prerequisite: Theater teacher recommendation 
This course builds upon Theater I and offers a more in-depth curriculum.  In addition to more thorough 
technical projects and acting opportunities, activities will include field trips and guided preparation for 
high school advanced theater placement auditions. This course is a full year commitment. 
 
Band !  G rades 6 !  8 
Middle school band students participate in many exciting and rewarding events.  Beginning sixth grade 
band is a full year elective class and no previous musical exper ience is necessary.  Placement on 
instruments for beginning band is based on instrumentation, evaluation, and availability.  Sixth grade 
band exper ience is required to participate in band in the seventh and eighth grade.   
 
Placement for seventh and eighth grade bands is based on individual auditions, experience, and director 
recommendation.  Seventh and eighth grade band students present concerts throughout the year for the 
student body and the community.  Students participate in several group and individual contests.   Students 
participate in several group and individual contests.  Full band, small group, and private instruction 
activities are provided to ensure the success of the students.  Weekly (one hour) section rehearsals are 
required for non-beginner students.  
 
 Band emphasizes self-discipline, promotes teamwork, develops higher level thinking skills, nurtures 
strong friendship bonds, and fosters a family-like environment for all students.  Beginning band students 
spend the year in classes designated by instrument.  These students play in several concerts and 
participate in a solo contest.  With some exceptions, beginning band students must provide their own 
instruments for class.  This course is a full year commitment. 
 
Choir !  G rades 6 - 8 
Middle school choir students learn skills that develop their singing voice.  Regardless of skill level, 
students learn musical vocabulary, sight-reading, and written notation.  Choir students may have the 
opportunity to participate in All-Region (seventh and eighth graders only), UIL, Solo and Ensemble 
contests, and various music festivals and concerts.  In addition to their choir class participation, students 
have opportunities for individual and small group performances.  Students in the seventh and eighth 
grades can expect to attend a few before- or after-school section rehearsals at various times during the 
school year.  Seventh and eighth grade students with previous choir experience can audition for Varsity 
Choir.  Eligibility and motivation are taken into consideration.  This course is a full year commitment. 
 
All seventh and eighth grade choir students are required to purchase a formal choir uniform.  When a 
student moves to ninth grade, they have the option to sell the uniform to an underclassman for half of the 
uni"orm4s value. All choir students, including sixth graders, must purchase a choir shirt. 
 
Color Guard I* - G rades 7 and 8 



*This course also meets the state physical activity requirement.  Please see course description under the 
Physical Activity section. 
 
Dance I I* - G rades 7 and 8 
*This course also meets the state physical activity requirement.  Please see course description under the 
Physical Activity section. 
 
E lective Wheel !  G rade 6 
The wheel allows sixth grade students who are not participating in band or choir an overview of our 
electives.  Students will take a rotation of art, theater, computer applications, and leadership.  This 
exposure will give students an opportunity to make informed choices for seventh and eighth grade 
elective options. 
 
Spanish I - G rade 8 only - 1 high school credit 
Prerequisites: Spanish 1A OR a minimum average of 85 in their Language Arts class AND a scale score 
of 2250 on the most recent TAKS Reading Test.  
This class follows the same scope and sequence as all the LISD High School Spanish I classes. Therefore, 
the rigor, pace, and expectations of this class will be consistent with those of the high school.  Spanish I 
introduces the basic language skills of showing, viewing, listening, reading, speaking, and writing in 
Spanish. Students will learn vocabulary and grammatical structures necessary to communicate in 
everyday situations. A variety of videos, student presentations, projects, and dramatizations will reinforce 
language skills and introduce various aspects of Hispanic culture. Students are expected to take an active 
role in all oral activities to enhance proper pronunciation. 
 
Note:  The Texas H igher Education Coordinating Board (T H E C B) is adopting the legislatively mandated rule 
to require the computation of G rade Point Average (GPA) using uniform standards that colleges can use for 
Top 10 percent and other admissions purposes.  The rule, as currently drafted, includes high school courses 
taken at the middle school level.  Once this mandate has been finalized, L ISD will adopt GPA policies if 
necessary to align with the new standards.   
 
Y earbook !  G rades 7 and 8  
Prerequisite: Recommendation from all current teachers 
This class consists of approximately eighteen students.  Students must have maintained a B average in 
academic classes the prior year and be responsible, self-motivated, reliable, and prompt.  Yearbook staff 
members will learn several software programs in class and be responsible for publishing the school 
yearbook. 
 

 

H A L F Y E A R (SE M EST E R) E L E C T I V ES 
 
Students who do not select a full year elective will rotate through the following half-year (one semester) 
courses dur ing thei r seventh and eighth grade years.  Repeating semester electives is N O T an option. 
 
A rt !  G rades 7 and 8 
Students will develop new skills and techniques through the use of a variety of art media while learning 
the elements and principles of art.  Students will develop skills in perception, creative expression, and 
historical and cultural heritage. 
 
Computer Applications !  G rades 7 and 8 
The main focus of this course is to teach all students how to type properly.  Students will work through a 
number of typing activities which teach hand placement and key location on the keyboard.  Students wi ll 



obtain an overall knowledge of computer software and learn how to manipulate several different 
programs including Microsoft Word, Power Point, and Excel.   
 
Dance I !  G rade 6 
This course meets the state physical activity requirement.  Please see course description under the 
Physical Activity section. 
 
Research 101 !  G rades 7 and 8 
Students will use books, databases and appropriate websites to read and analyze information.  They will 
learn a seven-step research process. Students will research a controversial issue, debate it with their 
partner and present a PowerPoint to the 
group.  Students will then have the opportunity to complete a research project of their own choice, with 
weekly discussions and comparisons. By the end of the semester, students will be ready for the more 
intense research of high school and beyond.   
 
Student Aide !  G rades 7 and 8 
Prerequisite: Application required 
Student aides assist teachers and staff in various tasks and projects in a classroom, the front office or 
the library.  Students must conduct themselves in a positive and  
appropriate manner at all times.  Grades are assessed based on conduct, performance and attitude. 
 
Teen Leadership !  G rades 7 and 8 
Students will develop leadership skills in an interactive atmosphere.  They will learn personal 
responsibility for their own actions, attitudes, and behaviors through role play, creative activities, and 
daily discussions.  Students will also develop communication and public speaking skills, and they will be 
directly involved in community service projects.  They will learn that leadership is being your personal 
best and supporting others.   

 
Theater A rts !  G rades 7 and 8 
Theater Arts encourages students to acquire knowledge of and participation in the art of theater and its 
technical aspects.  The program focuses on: developing a sense of self and personal artistic vision, 
understanding theater's role in culture and society throughout history, and performing monologues and 
duets before classroom audiences. 

 
E X T R A-C URRI C U L A R A C T I V I T I ES 

 
1.  National Junior Honor Society 
National Junior Honor Society is a national organization for seventh and eighth grade students.  The 
purpose of this society is to recognize, reward, and promote scholastic achievement.  Selection is based 
on teacher evaluations of scholarship, leadership, service, character, and citizenship.  A faculty committee 
sets standards that must include a cumulative academic average of at least 90 percent.  Invitations for 
induction are distributed to seventh graders during the spring semester. 
 
 2.  Student Council 
Student Council develops commitments to citizenship, scholarship, leadership, human relationships, and 
cultural values. 
The objectives of the Student Council are: 

# To initiate, implement and complete projects and activities that help the school, the students, the 
faculty, the administration, and the community; 

# To develop and provide opportunities for leadership and service in the local school and 
community; 



# To develop not only leadership abilities within the youth of today, but also leadership for the 
community, state, and nation for tomorrow; 

# To provide a living workshop of democratic processes; 
# To increase student involvement and pride in their school. 

The Student Council consists of representatives from each team.  General elections are held to elect 
officers and council members. 
 
3.  Peer Mediation 
Peer mediation is designed to settle student conflict through mediation facilitated by fellow students 
trained in conflict resolution.  Mediation has two disputants, two student mediators, and one trained 
teacher or counselor.  The mediators are nominated by their teachers to represent the student body and are 
trained at the beginning of the semester.  All mediations take place during school hours.  Peer mediation 
is designed to settle student conflict through mediation facilitated by fellow students trained in conflict 
resolution.  Mediation has two disputants, two student mediators, and one trained teacher or counselor. 
 The mediators are trained at the beginning of the semester.  All mediations take place during school 
hours. 
 
4.   C lubs 
Clubs offer the students an opportunity to pursue their interest, as well as meet and work with other 
students.   A variety of clubs in which students may become involved will be posted on the CRMS 
website. 
 
5.   Excellent Eagles 
Excellent Eagles recognizes those students who maintain an average of 85 or above in each of their 
classes, demonstrate good citizenship, and provide service to the community.  Excellent Eagles are 
recognized each six weeks.  Applications are available after the end of each grading cycle. 
 

 
Notice to L eander I .S.D . Parents and Students 

C redit for Acceleration 
(C redit By Exam) 

 
Credit by Examination for Acceleration allows students, who, without direct instruction, have already 
mastered all content and skills in a particular grade level or course, to advance to the next level or course.  
These exams are availaEle at no cost to eligiEle students ;ho test during the district4s testing periods. The 
2008 testing dates are as follows: 
 
Testing Period  Testing  Dates T ime Application Due 
        I June 9, 10, & 11 2009 9 am H 3 pm April 17, 2009 
       II  TBD 9 am H 3 pm T BD 
 
Students will complete an application form and take a designated criterion referenced test which covers 
the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills and major learning for the course for which they wish credit.  
For all of its credit by exams, the district uses tests developed by the University of Texas Extension, 
Instruction, and Materials Center. Students should contact the campus counselor for applications and 
additional information. 
 
 
 
 



Leander ISD Purpose 
The purpose of LISD is to educate each student to be successful in an ever-changing world. 
 

Leander ISD Vision 
Each LISD graduate is prepared with the knowledge, academic foundation, and li fe skill s to be a productive learner, 
an effective communicator, and a responsible citizen. 

 
Graduate Profile 

To be academically prepared, each LISD graduate: 
 Has the knowledge in mathematics, science, and social studies necessary for problem solving, communicating, 

and reasoning. 
 Participates in the literary, visual, and performing arts to enrich his/her daily li fe. 

To be a productive learner, each LISD graduate: 
 Demonstrates self-discipline, sets goals, uses time wisely and always tries to improve. 
 Demonstrates logic, critical thinking skill s, creativity, and the abilit y to solve problems. 
 Manages information by acquiring and evaluating data, organizing and maintaining records, and using 

technology to find and process information. 
 Demonstrates skil l in managing systems and resources, such as money, materials, space, and people. 

To be an effective communicator, each LISD graduate: 
 Reads proficiently from a variety of sources for knowledge and enjoyment. 
 Listens attentive and critically and responds to speakers appropriately. 
 Writes and speaks correctly, effectively and fluently, adapting to dif ferent audiences and purposes. 

To be a responsible citizen, each LISD graduate: 
 Understands the value and rewards of work. 
 Understands the nature of economics and consumer finance as it applies to everyday living. 
 Contributes to community or school service organizations. 
 Makes and evaluates decisions based on ethical principles and respect of the law. 
 Understands and appreciates the benefits of democratic government and free enterprise. 
 Understands world issues and current events, identifies the rights and obligations of citizens, and participates in 

the democratic process. 
Each LISD graduate: 
 Makes wise career decisions based on self-knowledge, educational and occupational exploration, and career 

planning. 
 Fosters personal health habits and self-worth. 
 Demonstrates interpersonal skills needed to work effectively in teams, manage conflict, lead in community and 

business, and be an effective parent. 
 Reads and learns for enjoyment, fulfill ment and breadth of knowledge. 

 
 

10 E thical Principles 
Concern for Others 
Promise Keeping 

Fairness 
Integrity 

Respect for Others 
Excellence 
Honesty 

Accountabili ty 
Law Abidance/Civil Duty 

Loyalty 
 
 

Leander ISD Vision 
Every student is encouraged, supported, and challenged to achieve the highest levels of knowledge, skills, and 

character. 


