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We have enjoyed a great fall semester with your child. By now you have re-
ceived a report card for the first grading period, you have participated in par-
ent/teacher conferences and you have heard many stories from your child
about the daily happenings here at Winkley. The next six weeks will include
many opportunities for you to join us for school sponsored and PTA events.

We are so pleased with the increased parent involvement that we have had
this year. Thank you for your support of our PTA, Watch Dogs, Teachers and
Students. Your children greatly benefit from our collaboration and we sin-
cerely value your commitment. If you have not yet had the opportunity to go
on line and complete the Volunteer Registration Form, I strongly encourage
you to do so. Completing this process will allow you to accompany your
child on a field trip, participate in Watch Dogs or volunteer in some other
way.

We are also seeking to improve our communication through the web site,
newsletters like this one (each 9 week period) and the Winkley Insider. Ms.
Lomax and I keep an open door for you and of course our teachers are avail-
able during their conference time and after school. Please contact me by
email, phone or in person with any concerns or kudos you would like to pass
on.

Best regards,
Donna K. Brady

Principal

Please remember to keep a spare change of clothes for your child at school. They
can keep it in their locker or backpack, which ever works best for them. We see a lot of
split pants, cafeteria spills and of course a lot of restroom accidents that require a
change of clothing. The clinic does try to keep a supply of clothing for emergency but it
may not be the size your child needs. Most children are more comfortable in their own
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clothing and become very stressed when they have to wear a different style, size or
color than what they are used to. If your child does borrow clinic clothes, please wash
and return as soon as possible.
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Kindergarten Highlights | Winkley welcomes Watchdogs
The next few months are full of exciting things for
Kindergarten.

:Watchdogs are our fathers, grandfathers, un- .

. ' N i cles, and other father-figures who volunteer
In November we will be studying nutrition and the

| .
tradition of Thanksgiving, We will be visiting the | | .0 &t 1east one day each year at an official
pumpkin patch at Sweetberry Farm in Marble Falls | WATCH D.0.G.S.® school. For more infor- ;

on November 19th. On November 20th we will ' mation regarding the Winkley Watchdogs

round up some Pilgrims, Native Americans, and even | please see our PTA website at winkley.my-

.. | :
some turkeys for a Thanksgiving feast! | pta.org/ or you send questions or comments

December b?ings even more qxciting activities. We | |9 Winkleywatchdogs@email.com
will be studying holiday traditions around the world!

Emergency Dirills

In order to keep our students safe in the event of an emergency, we regularly conduct safety drills during the year so students and
staff can practice the procedures that need to be followed. We practice fire drills once per month, tornado drills and lock down
drills periodically, and bus evacuation drills each year. Teachers will prepare students for each of these drills and keep them calm
during these events.

Vet eranos Day

All veterans and current members of our armed forces will be
honored on Wednesday, November 11, 2009, at 7:45 am in the
Multi-purpose room.

There will be a full program of music and celebration of our
countryods rich historyédedi ¢ - w h
worn the uniform. Reception to follow for our veterans and

their families!

ond Grade Info 1st Grade Info

It has been so wonderful getting to know your students this first nine First grade is celebrating all the success of
weeks! We have already had many great moments together. As we the first nine weeks and are busy planning
continue on, we will be learning all about Spiders, Matter, Govern- for the upcoming season! In November,
ment, Poetry, Non-fiction stories, and Fables and Fairytales! We will we look forward to our annual Harvest
also be working hard to develop our writing and improve our reading Fest!

skills. Please continue to read nightly as well as complete the home- We are also excited about our new science

work each week. unit on Pebbles, Sand and Silt.

Let us know if you have any questions or concerns. We look for-

. ’ Keep reading first graders, you are all
ward to getting to know your child even more!

amazing!

I
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_3rd Grade Info

Third grade students are currently working on their map

skills. After map skills we will change our focus to the solar sys-
tem. Beginning this nine weeks we will introduce the genre of
imaginative fiction.

Art News from Mrs. Weber

I wanted to give you an opportunity to buy a special gift for
someone with your students artwork printed on it. Not only will
this create a special keepsake for a loved one, but it also helps to
raise money for the art department. Your support with this fund-
raiser will help supply funds to buy more supplies so our students
will be able to continue making brilliant pieces of artwork.

4th Grade 411

Relay for Life will be April 30th.
Winkley will be joining other Elemen-
tary schools to form a Leander ISD
team.

Contact Mona Livengood at

And donoét forget to Read! R e a { MonaLivengood@Leanderisd.org if
you are interested.

Our Science Unit the second nine weeks is Earth Materials. Students will use rocks, minerals and fossils to
conduct a variety of science investigations. The second nine weeks in Math will focus on multiplication of
larger numbers, fraction, decimals and rounding. It is very important that each student study math facts

each night. We will continue working on problem solving.

We are moving from studying the regions of Texas to research and comparisons of Native American tribes
of Texas. In writing, students are engaged in the writing process to develop quality writing pieces. Fourth
graders are reading a variety of texts and using reading strategies to build comprehension skills.

5th Grade Science News

In Science this nine weeks the fifth grade students will be learning about reflection,

refraction, and electric circuits.

They will have multiple experiences using a variety of materials to explore these top-

ICS.

Also look for information to come home this nine weeks for the Science Fair in Janu-

ary. Please encourage your child to participate.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER
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“‘ " Music
News

The theater arts room here at Winkley Elemen-

tary has been bustling with excitement. Creative

Greetings from Music! My name is Ms. Peterson
and I am very excited to be teaching music here at
Winkley!

and expressive movement has been the major
emphasis. In addition to participating in theater games, fifth grade

students have been studying Shakespeare and his contribution to thea-
These first weeks of school, we have done many
fun, musical things including the following: get-
ting to know you songs/games, rthythm reviews,
folk songs with movement/games, music staff
review, Orff instruments, and rhythm instruments.

ter and literature. Fourth graders have been working on creative
movement through mirroring, shadowing, and miming. In third
grade, students have creatively become animate and inanimate objects

and have cooperated and interacted with others to create commer-

We have discussed steady beat, thythm, pitch,
dynamics, form, instrument families, and have
many more musical roads to travel the remainder
of the year!

cials. Second graders have used expressive and imitative movement

in miming activities. In first grade and kindergarten, students have
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participated in dramatic play with story dramatization. All students

are learning appropriate audience etiquette by watching each other

perform. Please remember that the theater department gladly accepts

donations of costumes and accessories. Thanks for your support.

Library News from Mrs. Deaton

This year we are offering
more books, more com-
puters, more databases, do-
nation opportunities, and
two scholastic book fairs.
Parents are encouraged to
come and tour the library in
person and to sign up to
borrow books. Research
shows that reading aloud to
our children into their adult-
hood is one of the best
methods of guaranteeing
their success. Ms. Deaton
wants everyone to READ,
READ, READ!!!

This year our first Scholas-
tic Book Fair will open at
Breakfast with Santa on De-
cember 5 from 9:30-12:30.
The fair will be open during
the school day December 7-
11 the book fair will close
December 11 at noon. Our
school will earn 25% of the
cash profit and 5% in free
books for the library. Gift
certificates to the fair will
also be on sale. Information
about book fair volunteering
by cashiering, setting up,
taking down and helping

during fair preview will be
sent out soon.

Leander ISD provides sev-
eral databases which allow
school and home access to
hundreds of online books,
thousands of newspaper and
magazine articles, online
reference encyclopedias, at-
lases, and almanacs. These
sites will require usernames
and passwords. The pass-
words are posted outside
our library. You may also
click on database passwords
in more library information
off the library site.



