
District News – November 2009 
Dear Parents:  

 

This August, Leander ISD launched ParentLink, a 

communication tool that keeps our parents interested, 

informed and involved in their child’s campus. ParentLink 

has proven to be extremely effective in enhancing LISD’s 

ability to communicate campus and district activities with 

our stakeholders. 

 

In October, LISD mailed parents their login IDs, passwords 

and instructions for accessing their ParentLink account. 

Using this information, parents can now log in and change 

their user ID and password to one of their choosing. (Note: 

This information does not pertain to Parent Connection, the 

system that allows parents to access their student’s grades 

and attendance information. ParentLink is strictly for 

campus and district communications.) 

 

Some parents may have received more than one letter, each 

with a different ID and password. If you received more 

than one letter, please log in under one ID and 

password. Once you have logged in, you have the ability to 

merge all of your accounts into one account.  

 

If parents need assistance editing their account information, 

they can visit www.leanderisd.org and click on 

ParentLink/Insider News or contact their child’s campus. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Ethical principlE of thE Month… 

Concern for Others       

  

caring for and helping others 

Wrangler 

Round-up 

Knowles Elementary                                                                    November 2009 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events… 
November 

      11th – Veteran’s Day Assembly 

     16th – 20th – Go Get It Week 

     18th – THANKSGIVING FEAST 

                 Progress Reports go home 

     19th – Picture Retakes 

                  5th Grade Play 

                       6:00 – red group 

                       6:45 – blue group 

23rd – 27th – THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
 

   
 

          

  
      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
        
        
        
        
       
 
 
 
 
 

GO GET IT WEEK 
November 16th-20th 

 
During this week we focus on the 
importance of going to college through 
special events including the following 
dress up days: 
 
Monday, Nov 16th 
     It would be odd not to go to college 
WEAR AN ODD COMBINATION OFCLOTHES 
 

Tuesday, Nov 17th 
     Get ahead in life – go to college 
WEAR A HEADBAND TO SCHOOL 
 
Wednesday, Nov 18th 
     Be bright – go to college 
WEAR BRIGHT CLOTHES TO SCHOOL 
 
Thursday, Nov 19th 
     It would be crazy not to go to college 
WEAR YOUR HAIR IN A CRAZY WAY 
 
Friday, Nov 20th  
     Going to college is super 
DRESS UP LIKE A SUPER HERO 

 

We hope you will join us November 18
th

 for our 

Thanksgiving Feast.  Our lunch schedule will be as 

follows: 

                       10:15 – First Grade 

                       10:45 – Kindergarten 

                       11:15 – Fifth Grade 

                       11:45 – Second Grade 

                       12:15 – Third Grade 

                       12:45 – Fourth Grade 

 

http://www.leanderisd.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten… 
 

November usually brings us a bit of chilly fall 
weather, so be sure to send a jacket with your child!  
It is hard to believe we have already been in school 
for nine weeks!  We will be enjoying our new 
science unit on trees, learning new sight words and 
talking about favorite fairy tales in language arts, 
and working on graphing in math.  It will prove to 
be another busy month! 

First Grade… 
We’re here!   

It’s clear! 

No fear! 

All year! 

First Grade Really Rocks! 

 

By the end of the 2nd nine weeks, we will be cheering, “We can…” 

 Compare and order two digit numbers. 

 Show and count a collection of coins. 

 Skip count by 2’s. 

 Determine odd and even numbers. 

 Add and subtract facts to 10. 

 Create and read graphs. 

 Identify story elements. 

 Write sentences with correct capitalization and punctuation. 

 Spell words with blends. 

 Progress in our writing. 

 Observe, record and ask questions about our unit Pebbles, Sand 
and Silt. 

 

Please continue to read with your child, check All That binders and work 

on these skills each day for homework.  Thank you for being your child’s 

first and best teacher.  We appreciate all that you do! 
 

Second Grade… 
Welcome November! With all the learning we are doing, 

the first nine weeks seemed to fly by! Here’s a little 
information about what’s in store for your child this 

month. In math, your child will be focusing on counting 

collections of coins up to one dollar. Take out some coins 
at home and practice counting them! We will be learning 

about verbs and adjectives in writing. Students will be 
creating different types of poems using descriptive 

words! We will also be reading poetry in the classroom. 

Reading poems at home is a great way to increase your 
child’s fluency! In social studies students will learn how 

the government establishes order. They will identify 
leaders in the community, state, and nation and be able 

to compare their roles. We will beholding mock elections, 
where your child will learn all about the election process. 

Through a series of investigations and data collection in 

science, students will explore weather, seasons, and 
objects in the sky using tools to observe and describe 

change. Students will explore the properties of air, and 
learn that air is a form of matter. Try to watch or read 

about the weather and observe the night sky whenever 

you can! 
 
 

 

ThirdGradeé 

SCIENCE - Students will create terririum habitats and 
observe how plants and animals meet their needs. 
 
PACE MATH - Students will use measurement tools to 
measure and estimate using standard units. 
 
MATH - Students will solve and record multiplication 
problems (3,4,10,11) using concrete objects. 
 
LANGUAGE ARTS - Students will learn to read and write 
stories to entertain. They will invent a story based on 
their imagination and will continue to practice cursive 
writing.  
 

       
   

Fourth Gradeé 

November will be a busy month of learning for the fourth grade!  
In Social Studies we will be learning about Native American 
tribes from Texas, Thanksgiving traditions, and even simulate 
an archaeological dig for Native American artifacts!  Our 
students will be reading and writing a variety of Native 
American myths in Language Arts.   We will also be writing 
compositions, which could focus on explaining the steps in a 

process as well as reporting on a nonfiction topic of interest.  In 
Science we will start our new unit titled That Sinking Feeling, 
exploring concepts such as matter, density, and buoyancy.  
Math classes will focus on problem solving, multiplication, 
arrays, area, fractions, and decimals.  Many of these concepts 
will spill into the month of December, but we are excited to get 
started on all of our new units of study for the second nine 
weeks! 

 

 

 

SRP 
We have enjoyed meeting with many of our parents during 

Parent Orientation and Open House.  We hope you are 

having fun with your children playing the games we shared.  
Thanks for your support and dedication by continuing to read 

with your children every day!  
 

 

PE/Fine Arts é 

 

Theater Arts-  Students are auditioning for the speaking 

parts for the 3rd grade play.  Results will announced as 

soon as possible.  Any old puppet donations are welcome 

in the Theater Room for use during class.  

 

PE is in need of old, clean socks for Winter Games.  

 

Veterans Day will be observed at Knowles 

on November 11, 2009 in the Knowles 

MPR.  The 5th, 4th, and 3rd grades will 

have an assembly at 8:30 a.m. and the 

Kinder, 1st, and 2nd grades will have an 

assembly beginning at 9:30 a.m.    
 



 

 

 

 

    

 

L i b r a r y  Cor n er  
                                                                                                                                                              

Be sure to visit the Knowles Library Website to access great links to some favorite author websites, literature sites, 

interactive sites for children, and much more.   

 

One link sure to delight early readers is Tumble Book Library.  This interactive website allows students to access 

books online.  The text will be read aloud automatically or can be set on manual mode so students can read 

independently.  These online books contain original text and illustrations.  

 

There are interactive quizzes for some books as well as puzzles and games.  Stories available in languages other 

than English can be accessed under “Language Learning.” 

Access Tumble Book Library from the Library link on the Knowles Homepage, http://knowles.leanderisd.org/ , 

and explore some great literature with your child.  For password information please call or send an email to 

Paulette.Rodriguez@leanderisd.org as I am unable to publish access information to this subscription database. 

  

 
 

 

 

THANKSGIVING FEAST LUNCH SCHEDULE  

 

                       10:15 – First Grade    11:45 – Second Grade 

               10:45 – Kindergarten                       12:15 – Third Grade 

               11:15 – Fifth Grade     12:45 – Fourth Grade 

                        

 

Fifth Gradeé 
In science we are going to be learning about ENERGY!!!  We will be conducting energizing, electric experiments.  Be sure to ask your students about their 
learning, I'm sure they would love a chance to talk about science with you.  Your child is also given an opportunity to name an unknown species of dinosaurs.  If 
their creative dino-name is chosen, they win two tickets to the "Walking With Dinosaurs" exhibit and show at the Cedar Park Center, November 18-21.   
 
Social Studies we are continuing our study of US History.  We have started our venture about the European Explorers and the first settlements in the NE region 
of the US.  We are also studying one region of the US per week.  Test your child about the states and capitals of the US regions, do you remember them?  In 
December we will have a major test over all 50 states and capitals.   
 
*Don't forget about the Veteran's Day celebration on November 11th!!! 
 
In Language Arts, 5th graders will be discussing how persuasion in reading, writing and the media affects the way we communicate and how it impacts society. 
During our writing workshop, students write imaginative stories to express their ideas and feelings about real or imagined people, events, and ideas. We also be 
focusing on how vocabulary and descriptive language make us good readers and writers.  
 

In math they are learning more about multiplying and dividing whole numbers as well as fractions.  The Pace class is learning  about 
fractions, problem solving, and algebraic reason ing.  
 

 

http://knowles.leanderisd.org/
mailto:Paulette.Rodriguez@leanderisd.org

